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numbers, it remained there till the end of the year, when Mr. L. pre- 
sented it as a new year's gift to the Koyal Irish Academy. 

The following donations were received : — 

An antique silver finger ring ; presented by C. Davis, M. D. 
Two Irish MSS., containing a Life of St. Patrick, and a Collection of 
Irish Poems ; presented by John A Nicholson, M. E. I. A. 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1865. 
The Vebt Eev. Charles Graves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 
No papers were read. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 1865.— Stated Meetiko. 
The Vebt Eev. Charles Graves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 
The Secbetaby of the Council read the following — 
Eepobt op the Cotocil. 

Since the date of our last Eeport one paper has been printed in the 
"Transactions," and issued to the Members of the Academy — namely, 
thatbytheEev.Dr. Eeeves " OntheCuldees." Three are in the hands of 
the printers, viz. — Captain Meadows Taylor's " Ou the Cromlechs and 
other Antiquarian Eemains in the Dekhan;" Eev. Professor Haugh- 
ton's, " On the Semidiurnal Tides at Cahirciveen ;" the President's, 
" On an Undescribed Class of Monuments ;" and Mr. "W. H. Hardinge's 
"Concluding Memoir on MS. Mapped and other Townland Surveys in 
Ireland." 

It was stated in the Eeport of last year that the printing of Captain 
Meadows Taylor's paper had been completed, and that its issue was 
prevented only by a delay in the execution of the Illustrations. The 
Council regret that this obstacle still prevents its publication. The 
same difficulty has also retarded the issue of the " Proceedings" of the 
Academy. Since 16th March, 1864, one part has appeared, complet- 
ing Vol. viii., and containing an Index to that volume. A considera- 
ble number of additional papers are now printed ; but from the impos- 
sibility of obtaining the necessary woodcuts from the engraver, the 
issue of the first part of Vol. ix. is delayed. The attention of the Coun- 
cil has been directed to these embarrassing circumstances ; and they 
have at present under consideration the best means of securing a greater 
promptitude in the execution of the illustrations, and, what will be the 
immediate consequence, a speedier publication of the "Proceedings." 

Many interesting and important communications have been brought 
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before the Academy during the past year. We have had papers on 
Scientific subjects from SirWm. E. Hamilton, the Bev. Professor Haugh- 
ton, Professor Downing, Professor Sullivan, Mr. DavidMoore, Mr. George 

C. Garnett, Mr. George C. Knox, Mr. Alexander Macalister,- Major 
Paul W. Phillips, P. A., Lieut. J. Haughton, B.A., and Mr. John 
Locke ; in Polite Literature, from the Eev. Dr. Eeeves, Mr. W. H. 
Hardinge, Lord De Eos, Mr. G. C. Garnett, Mr. Samuel Ferguson, Mr. 

D. H. Kelly, Mr. P. W. Joyce, and Mr. Herbert Hore ; in Antiquities, 
from the President, from Captain Meadows Taylor, Sir Wm. E Wilde, 
Mr. S. Ferguson, Mr. George H. Kinahan, Mr. Du Noyer, Mr. E. A. 
Conwell, Mr. Henry O'Hara, and Mr. W. G. Brooke. 

During the past year the Library has received donations to the ex- 
tent of 203 volumes, chiefly contributed by bodies with which the 
Academy exchanges publications. We are indebted to the liberality 
of the French Government for a series of the valuable historical publi- 
cations issued under the direction of the Minister of Public Instruction. 
A further portion of the arrears of binding has been executed ; and to 
this department has been allocated a sum of £29, bequeathed to the 
Academy by the late Mr. Beriah Botfield. 

The Collection of Antiquities has been increased during the past 
year by eighty-nine donations, sixty-one articles obtained by purchase, 
and seventy-six procured under the Treasure-trove regulations, amongst 
which are several gold ornaments of considerable value. Mr. Marcus 
Keane has deposited in the Museiim a valuable relic from the county 
of Clare, called the " Clog Or." 

Nearly all the cases in the Museum being now full, it has been sug- 
gested that more accommodation, as well as better light, would be ob- 
tained by removing the Collection of Antiquities to the spacious and 
handsome room, available for the purpose, on the second story of the 
Academy's house. 

In April, 1864, the House of Commons appointed a Select Com- 
mittee to inquire into the condition of the Scientific Institutions of 
Dublin which are assisted by Government aid. The Very Eev. the Pre- 
sident, Sir W. E. Wilde, and the Eev. Professor Jellett were examined 
at length by the Committee on the present state and requirements of 
the Academy. In their Eeport the Committee speak in very high terms 
of the public services rendered by the Academy. <* This Society," they 
observe, " has had upon its lists since its foundation almost every man 
in Ireland distinguished in abstract science, in the sciences of experi- 
ment and observation, in literature, and in archaeology ; it has illustrated 
the history and character of its own country by works of originality and 
importance ; it has further illustrated and awakened an interest in that 
history by its Museum of Irish Antiquities. The liberality of its mem- 
bers in contributing to those objects is deserving of remark. As a pecu- 
liarly national institution, it has no ordinary claims for support in car- 
rying out its present work, and for encouragement in extending it." 

The requirements of the different departments of the Academy, to 
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enable it to do its work with efficiency, were strongly pressed on the 
notice of the Committee. 

The representations thus made are adopted in the Eeport ; in which 
the " Committee state that assistance is required to enlarge the Museum, 
to increase the staff, and to aid scientific researches ;" and they express 
the opinion that the Academy " has the strongest claims on the libera- 
lity of Parliament." 

The Council have addressed a Memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, 
founded on these statements in the Eeport of the Committee, and pray- 
ing that the increased Grant necessary for the effective performance of 
the work of the Academy may be included in the Estimates to be laid 
before Parliament in the current year. A copy of this Memorial is 
given as an Appendix to the present Eeport. 

There are now on the books of the Academy 361 Members ; of these 
203 are Life, and 1 58 Annual Members. 

We have lost by death within the year three Honorary Members, 
viz. — • 

1 . Baron Giovanni Plana, Astronomer Eoyal, and President of the 

Eoyal Academy of Sciences at Turin ; 

2. Charles Christian Eafn, Perpetual Secretary of the Eoyal Society 

of Northern Antiquaries ; 

3. Frederick George Wilhelm Struve, from 1839 to 1862 Director of 

the Astronomical Observatory at Pulkowa ; 
and seven Ordinary Members, viz. — 

1. Arthur B. Cane, Esq. ; elected June 13, 1842. 

2. Christopher Coppinger, Esq. ; elected January 12, 1863. 

3. H. T. Cusack, Esq. ; elected January 14, 1861. 

4. Joseph Dickinson, M. D., F. E. S. ; elected January 12, 1852. 

5. Lord William Fitzgerald ; elected November 12, 1849. 

6. William Smith O'Brien, Esq.; elected April 23, 1857. 

7. Edward James Senior, Esq. ; elected January 8, 1854. 

The Academy has elected during the year thirteen Ordinary Mem- 
bers, viz. — 



1. Thomas H. Babington, M. D. 
2.*Eobert H. Beau champ, Esq. 

3. Sir Victor Brooke, Bart. 

4. Charles P. Cotton, Esq., C. E. 

5. Most Eev. the Archbishop of 

Dublin. 
6*W. M. Hennessy, Esq. 
7.*P. Joseph Keenan, Esq. 



8*J. J. Lalor, Esq. 
9. Alexander Mac Donnell, Esq., 
C.E. 

10. Hon. Thomas D'Arcy M'Gee, 

M. P. (Canada). 

11. Thomas M. Madden, M. D. 

12. Eev. C. P. Meehan. 

13. Alfred Power, Esq. 



* Those marked with * are Life Members. 
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Appendix to the Eepoet of the Cot/ncil. 

Memorial to the Lords Commissioners o/JTer Majesty's Treasury. 

My Lords — The Council of the Royal Irish Academy have recently 
transmitted to your Lordships the usual Estimate of their Income and 
Expenditure for the year ending March 31, 1866. In stating the 
several heads of their expenditure, they thought it right to restrict 
themselves, in the first instance, within the limits prescribed by the 
operations of the Academy in former years. But they have long felt, 
both that the efficiency of this Institution for accomplishing its recog- 
nised objects is seriously impeded by the smallness of the resources at 
its disposal, and also that it is in the highest degree desirable that such 
an extension of its operations should take place, as without increased 
assistance from Parliament it would not be possible to carry into effect. 
They desire now to call the attention of your Lordships to the testi- 
mony relating to both these points contained in the recent Report of 
the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the Scientific Insti- 
tutions of Dublin. 

It is stated by the Committee that the Royal Irish Academy " has 
acquired the highest reputation for the learning and activity of its re- 
searches ;" that its " Sluseum is the richest and most important in 
Europe in Celtic Antiquities; that its Library contains Manuscripts 
and Works of great value, illustrative of early Irish History ; and that 
it has published Papers, scientific and antiquarian, of no ordinary inte- 
rest." The Committee also point out the inconveniences which have 
arisen from the " small amount available for the pressing and absolute 
wants of the several departments of the Academy." And they further 
6tate that " assistance is required to enlarge the Museum, to in- 
crease the staff, and to aid scientific researches;" and express their 
opinion that the Academy " has the strongest claims on the liberality 
of Parliament." 

It is right to inform your Lordships that frequent appeals have 
been made to the generosity of the Members of the Academy, for the 
purpose of supplementing the deficiency of public aid ; and the Com- 
mittee state in their Report that these appeals have been most liberally 
responded to. But it would be highly injudicious for the interests of 
the Academy to endeavour to push further the practice of collecting 
private subscriptions towards the accomplishment of its objects. Much 
dissatisfaction would thus be created, and the apprehension of such re- 
peated calls would probably have the effect of deterring many persons 
from becoming candidates for admission. 

The specific purposes for which an increase of the Parliamentary 
Grant to the Academy is felt to be necessary are given as follows in the 
Report of the Select Committee : — 



219 

1. For the preparation of Scientific Reports on the Irish Tides, Terres - £ t. d. 

trial Magnetism, Meteorology, &c, including cost of instruments, 

and grants to observers, 200 

2. Salary to an Irish Scribe, including cataloguing and printing Irish 

Manuscripts 200 

3. Salary to a Museum Clerk, purchase of Antiquities, cost of making 

Casts and Photographs to be exchanged with other collections, . 200 

4. Salary to a Library Clerk, with cost of Books and binding, . . 200 

5. Printing and Illustrating the " Transactions" and " Proceedings," 200 

Total amount of required increase to present Annual Grant | ..... . . 

of £600 J 

The Council hope that they may he permitted to lay hefore your 
Lordships a few remarks on each of these heads of expenditure. 

First, as to the preparation of Scientific Reports on the Irish Tides, &c, 
they beg to state that a regular system of tidal and meteorological ob- 
servations round the entire coast of Ireland was instituted some years 
since by the Academy, and continued for more than twelve months, at 
very great expense. Results of great importance were thus arrived at ; 
but, notwithstanding large assistance from individual members, it was 
impossible to complete the reduction of the observations. It is the 
opinion of the scientific members of the Council that it would be ex- 
tremely desirable to institute a complete set of meteorological observa- 
tions at inland stations ; but this and other similar researches the Aca- 
demy, with its present resources, is quite unable to undertake. 

Secondly, as to procuring the services of an Irish Scribe : it is most 
important that the Academy should have in its employment one or 
more persons well acquainted with the ancient Irish language, to cata- 
logue, transcribe, translate, and edit works of historic and antiquarian, 
interest in the Academy's collection of Irish Manuscripts, as well as to 
copy for the Academy valuable Manuscripts which exist in other libra- 
ries, at home or abroad. It may be remarked that Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment have recently determined, on the recommendation of the 
Commission of Inquiry into the Queen's Colleges, to suppress the only 
offices set apart for the study of Irish literature in this country — 
namely, the Celtic Professorships in those Institutions. It was the 
opinion of that Commission (and the Select Committee have expressed 
their concurrence in this view) that the objects which were sought to 
be attained by the foundation of those Professorships may be better ac- 
complished by providing the means of employing scholars in connexion 
with the Academy, where a large body of Irish Manuscripts has been 
brought together, and every appliance for study and research would be 
available. It may be added that, as the Irish language is dying out, 
the difficulty of obtaining the services of competent Irish scholars will 
be constantly on the increase. 

Thirdly, additional aid is required for the safe keeping and im- 
provement of the Museum. The value of the collection of Antiquities 
in the possession of the Academy is universally acknowledged, and has 
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been fully recognised by the Select Committee. But, from scantiness 
of funds, it is impossible to' purchase many valuable articles which are 
offered by the finders. The public are freely admitted to inspect the 
Museum ; but there is great need of a Curator, who could give con- 
stant attendance, and whose business it should be, not merely to make 
arrangements for the safe custody of the subjects in the collection, but 
to give useful information to visitors. He would also be employed in su- 
perintending the making of Casts and Photographs, to be exchanged 
with other collections. 

Fourthly, a salary for a Library Clerk is required, as well as addi- 
tional funds for the purchase of books, and for binding. Both for the 
convenience of readers and the safety of the books and manuscripts 
they may consult, and also for the recovery, at stated periods, of vo- 
lumes lent to members, it is necessary to have an attendant perma- 
nently and exclusively occupied with these duties. The Library of 
the Academy is particularly rich in the Transactions of learned socie- 
ties, and in works relating to Ireland ; and it is only the want of a suf- 
ficient staff which prevents the Council from making it still more availa- 
ble for the use of the public than it has hitherto been. 

Fifthly, the Academy requires aid towards the printing and illus- 
tration of its " Transactions" and " Proceedings." The knowledge 
of the smallness of the funds now available for these purposes prevents 
persons from coming forward to read papers; and Beveral valuable 
communications have, for this reason, been withdrawn from us, and 
presented to learned societies elsewere. There is a special difficulty 
with respect to papers on natural science, arising from the expense at- 
tending the illustrations which are absolutely necessary to make them 
intelligible and useful. 

For all these reasons, the Council of the Eoyal Irish Academy beg 
leave earnestly to urge upon your Lordships the propriety of making 
such increased provision for the wants of the Institution as has been 
suggested in the Keport of the Select Committee; and respectfully 
request that your Lordships will include in the next Estimates to 
be submitted to Parliament an additional Grant to the Academy of 
£1000. 

I have the honour to be, my Lords, 

Your Lordships' obedient humble Servant, 
Chahles Gbaves, D. D., 

President of the Royal Irish Academy. 

Besoived, — That the Beport now read, with the Appendix, be re- 
ceived and adopted by the Academy. 

The ballots for the annual election of President, Council, and Officers, 
having been scrutinized in the face of the Academy, the President re- 
ported that the following gentlemen were duly elected : — 

President. — The Very Rev. Charles Graves, D. D. 
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Council.— Rev. J. H. Jellett, A.M.; Robert W. Smith, M. D.; Robert 
M'Donnell, M. D. ; "William K. Sullivan, Ph. D. ; Joseph B . Jukes, A. M. ; 
George Johnstone Stoney, IX. D. ; and Rev. George Salmon, D. D. : on 
the Committee of Science. 

Rev. Joseph Carson, D. D.; John F. Waller, LL.D. ; John Kells 
Ingram, LL. D.; John Anster, LL.D.; R. R. Madden, M. D. ; Rev. 
George Longfield, A. M. ; and Captain Meadows Taylor : on the Com- 
mittee of Polite Literature. 

John T. Gilbert, Esq. ; Rev. "William Reeves, D. D. ; George Petrie, 
LL.D. ; W. H. Hardinge, Esq. ; Rev. James H. Todd, D. D. ; Sir W. R. 
"Wilde, M. D. ; and Charles Haliday, Esq. : on the Committee of Anti- 
quities. 

Tbeasubeb Rev. Joseph Carson, D. D. 

Secbetaby of the Academy — Rev. William Reeves, D. D. 

Secbetaby of the Council. — John Kells Ingram, LL.D. 

Secbetaby of Fobeign Cobbespondence. — Sir W. R.Wilde, M.D. 

Libeabian. — John T. Gilbert, Esq. 

Clebk, Assistant Libeabian, and Cubatoe of the Museum:. — Ed- 
ward Clibborn, Esq. 

The President under his hand and seal nominated the following 

Vice-Pbesidents. — Rev. J. H. Jellett, A.M.; Joseph Beete Jukes, 
F. R. S. ; JohnF. Waller, LL. D. ; and George Petrie, LL. D. 

The Secretary having reported that there was no further private 
business to be transacted, 

Mr. William H. Hardinge read a paper " On Certain Irish Census 
Returns attributed to the Year 1659." 

Mr. P. W. Joyce read a paper (in continuation) "On Changes and 
Corruptions in Irish Topographical Names." 

Sir William R. Wilde presented the following antiquities : — 
On the part of Lord Farnham, forty-one silver coins, chiefly of the 
reigns of Elizabeth, James I., and Charles I., all found in the Toney- 
more Crannoge, county of Cavan, already described in the "Proceed- 
ings." They serve to mark a period in the later occupation of the 
Crannoge, and largely contribute to the extensive collection of coins 
already possessed by the Academy. Sir William expressed a hope that 
some numismatist would undertake the arrangement of these coins, 
and the others in the Academy's fine collection of coins, medals, and 
tokens. 

Also, from the same locality, a number of large boars' tusks ; two 
spindle whorls of bone ; a spoon made out of the epiphysis of the long 
bone of a ruminant, similar to those described in the " Museum Cata- 
logue," p. 267. They complete the collection of articles found at To- 
neymore. 

B. I. A. PR0C.— VOL. IX. 2 G 
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A large socketed celt, 2^ inches long, broad and flat, found in the 
county of "Westmeath. 

A winged celt, stopped and decorated, 5^ inches long, also from the 
county of Westmeath. 

From Dr. Malcomson, of Cavan, a long narrow stone celt, 10^ 
inches long by 3 broad in the widest portion, and much weathered, 
possibly from exposure to the air, found at Lough Oughter, Co. Cavan, 
on the Farnham estate. 

Also, from the same locality, a very perfect massive stone celt, of 
greenstone porphyry. It is highly polished, and the curved cutting 
edge almost as sharp as metal. It measures 8 J inches long by 3£ broad, 
and is especially remarkable on account of the roughened surfaces on 
both outer edges, near the narrow end, evidently produced after the celt 
had been polished, and no doubt serving to retain it with greater secu- 
rity in the handle. 

An ancient single-piece left shoe, 8^ inches long, with two seams — 
one from the instep to the toes, where the material has been carefully 
gathered in ; and the other behind the heel, where the gut sewing still 
remains. This article, in which the hair side of the hide was external, 
is not dissimilar in make to the pampoota still used in the western 
islands of Arran. It was found, four feet below the surface, in Derry- 
winney bog, in the parish of Kilmore, county of Cavan. 

Three veryperfect bronze rings, each 3-J inches in diameter, found 
at Gortermore Lake, during the drainage of Loughs Oughter and Gowna, 
in the parish of Killeshandra, county of Cavan. 

A small bronze spur, found in the interior of Lough Oughter Ca3tle. 

A large socketed celt, 3f inches in length, found in Cromwell's 
Pass, in the parish of Kilmore, county of Cavan. 

Fragment of a large iron shot, from Lough Oughter Castle. 

From Denis Florence M'Carthy, Esq. : a long narrow-winged celt, 
61 by If inches, very rudely cast, and containing a greater proportion 
of copper than is usual in such instruments ; found at Calorguen, near 
Dinan, in Brittany. It is somewhat longer and more slender in the 
blade than the Irish form, and resembles those from the neighbourhood 
of Cape Finisterre, described in the "Proceedings," vol. viii., p. 153. 

From Arthur Nugent, Esq., a small socketed bronze celt, 2£ inches 
long, looped and decorated, broad-edged ; said to have been found in 
the county of Westmeath, in a sod of turf. 

MONDAY, APRIL 10, 1865. 
The Ybbt Eev. Charles Gkaves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 

Eichard E. Brash, Esq. ; Captain Eichard F. Burton ; John Freeland, 
M. D. ; Eev. Arthur B. Frazer ; "William Francis de Visme Kane, Esq. ; 
Major W. Armstrong Mac Donnell ; and Eev. Silvester Malone ; were 

elected members of the Academy. 
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Mr. J. T. Gilbert read a paper, " On the first Parliament held in Ire- 
land under Poynings' Law ; with some Account of its Statutes which 
were declared to have been lost." 

The President read a paper, communicated by the Rev. E. Hincks, 
D. D., " On the Assyrio-Babylonian Measures of Time." 

The following donations were received : — 

Translation of Goethe's Faustus, Part II. : presented by John 
Anster, LL. D. 

A copy of " Aquse Solis ; or Notices of Roman Bath," by the Rev. 
H. M. Scarth : presented by Lord Talbot de Malahide. 

A copy of the " GZuvres Philosophiques, Historiques, &c, d'Alem- 
bert," 18 vols., 8vo : presented by the Rev. T. Romney Robinson, D. D. 

A selection of worked flints, collected in the neighbourhood of Jub- 
bulpore, in Central India, by the late Lieutenant Swiney : presented by 
Mr. John Evans, on the part of Sir Charles Lyell. 

An ancient and elaborately ornamented cinerary urn, containing frag- 
ments of bones and shells. Presented by R. F. M. St. George, Esq. 

MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1865. 

The Very Rev. Chaeles Gbaves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 

Dr. Henry Hudson presented vols, i., ii., and iv. of " L'Art de 
Verifier les Dates" — thereby completing the copy of that work previously 
presented to the Library. 

The Rev. Dr. Todd presented a copy of his work on " The Books of 
the Vaudois." 

The Rev. Beaver H. Blacker presented a copy of his " Sketches of 
the Parishes of Booterstown and Donnybrook." 

Edward Sellon, Esq., presented a copy of his "Annotations on the 
Sacred Writings of the Hindus." 

Maurice Lenihan, Esq., presented two large Bombshells, found in 
excavations made at St. John's Gate, Limerick. 

Aquilla Smith, M. D., presented seven specimens of spurious Anti- 
quities, said to have been found in the River Thames. 

The Librarian, on the part of the French Government, presented a 
large collection of historical and antiquarian works, printed under their 
direction. 

The special thanks of the Academy were returned to the French 
Government for their valuable donation ; and also to M. Li vio, Consul for 
France in Dublin. 



